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1192433 

ANCESTRY  AND  DESCENDANTS  OF  REV.  JOHN 
WILSON  OF  BOSTON,  MASS. 


The  name  Wilson  being  of  patronymic  origin,  it  is  evident  that 

numerous  distinct  fomily  lines  bearing  the  name  were  founded  in 

England  at  various  times  and  places  by  individuals  in  no  degree 

related ;  and  as  hereditary  family  names  did  not  become  in  vogue 

until  about  the  reign  of  Edward  I.  (except  among  the  nobility  and 

\  ^  landed  families),  it  is  not  likely  that  any  Wilson  family  was  per- 

^X^  manently  established,  bearing  the  name  continuously,  until  toward 

fO   the  close  of  the  reign  of  the  above  sovereign  (circa  A.D.  1300). 

^  The  name  is  found  in  nearly  all  the  counties  of  England.     It 

"~—   !  is  quite  rare,  however,  in  the  counties  south  of  the  Thames  and 

Severn,  but  is  very  common  in  northern  England,  particularly  in 

t!.  the  counties  of  Cumberland,  Westmoreland,  and  York.      (Guppy'a 

Jl  "Homes  of  Family  Names,"  pp.   15,  65,  572;   Lower's  "English 

;:.  Surnames"  (1842  edition),  pp.  17-19,  97.)     Many  different  coats 

c>   of  arms  have  been  used  by  various  Wilson  families ;  but  a  icolf  in 

some  form  is  generally  to  be  found  in  the  arms  of  the  Wilsons  of 

"C'  England.      (Burke's  "General  Armory," pp.  1119-1121.) 

Among  the  Wilson  families  of  northern  England  there  was  one 
established  at  a  remote  period  at  Penrith,  co.  Cumberland.  The 
parish  registers  of  Penrith,  which  begin  in  1556,  show  over  120 
entries  of  the  name  between  that  date  and  the  year  1600;  so  it 
eeems  evident  that  the  family  had  been  located  there  continuously 
for  several  generations  previous  to  the  beginning  of  the  registers. 
(Watson's  Penrith  Registers,  pp.  106,  107,  125.) 

1.  William^  Wilsox  of  Penrith,  co.  Cumberland,  born  probably 
within  a  decade  of  1490,  is  the  earliest  ancestor  yet  known  to  whom 
an  unbroken  line  can  be  traced  in  the  family  herein  treated,  lie 
was  father  of 

2.  William^  Wilson,  gent.,  born  about  1515,  who  removed  from 
Penrith  and  settled  at  Welbourn,  co.  Lincoln.  He  acquired  con- 
siderable estate,  and  on  March  24,  1586,  had  confirmation  of  the 
following  coat  of  arms,  and  grant  of  a  crest,  by  WilHam  Flower, 
Norroy  king  of  arms :  Arms,  per  pale  argent  and  azure  three  lion's 
gambs  erased  fessways  m  pale  counterchanged ;  crest,  a  lion's  head 
argent  guttee  de  sang.  He  died  at  Windsor  Castle,  co.  Berks 
(where  his  son  William  was  prebendary),  Aug.  27,  1587,  and  was 
buried  in  the  chapel  of  St.  George,  Windsor  Castle,  where  a  monu- 
ment was  erected  to  his  memory.  (Burke's  "General  Armory," 
p.  1120  ;  Ashmole's  "  History  and  Antiquities  of  Berkshire,"  p.  309  ; 
Register,  ante,  vol.  xxxviii,  pp.  30G-7,  and  vol.  lii,  p.  144;  and 
Harleiau  MS.  1507,  fol.  20.)  The  name  of  his  wiiV  has  not  been 
learned. 


Children : 

3.  i.       William, 3  b.  about  1542. 

ii.  Alexander,  b.  about  1545 ;  a  merchant  tailor  of  London ;  m.  (li- 
censed Nov.  3,  1573)  Catherine,  dau.  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Grindall)  Woodhall,  and  sister  of  Isabel  Woodhall,  who  m.  his 
brother,  Eev.  William'  Wilson;  she  d.  about  Dec,  1583,  leaving 
three  children.  (Register,  ante,  vol.  xxxviii,  p.  302,  and  vol. 
xlii,  p.  174;  Harleian  Soc,  vol.  xxv,  p.  57.) 

iii.  Mary,  b.  about  1550;  m.  Rev.  Guy  Briscowe  (son  of  Edvpard  Bris- 
cowe  of  Crostanaby,  co.  Cumberland),  a  graduate  of  Queen's 
College,  Oxford,  B.A.  1569,  M.A.  1572,  rector  of  Halstow,  co. 
Kent,  1577-1583,  rector  of  Sundridge,  co.  Kent,  from  1583  until 
his  death  in  1594.  His  wife  and  eight  children  survived  him,  of 
■  whom  a  son,  William^  b.  about  1590,  emigrated  to  New  England 
in  1639,  and  settled  in  Boston,  leaving,  with  other  issue,  a  son 
Benjamin.  (Alumni  Oxoniensis,  vol.  i,  p.  183;  Register,  ante, 
vol.  slii,  p.  174;  Pope's  "Pioneers  of  Mass.,"  p.  70;  and  will  of 
Rev.  John*  Wilson  of  Boston,  Register,  ante,  vol.  xvii,  p.  343.) 

3.  Rev.  William^  Wilson,  D.D.,  boru  about  1542,  graduated  at  Mer- 
lon College,  Oxford,  B.A.  1564,  M.A.  1570,  B.D.  1576,  D.D.  1607  ; 
rector  of  Islip,  Oxfordshire,  1578  ;  rector  of  Cliffe,  co.  Kent,  1579  ; 
rector  of  Caxton,  co.  Kent,  1593;  prebendary  of  St.  Paul's,  Lon- 
don, 1595-1615,  and  of  Rochester  Cathedral,  1591-1614.  About 
1580  he  became  chaplain  to  Edmund  Grindall,  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury,  and  in  1583  became  canon  of  Windsor,  holding  this 
position  for  thirty-two  years,  until  his  death  May  15,  1615,  aged  73, 
and  was  buried  in  the  chapel  of  St.  George,  Windsor  Castle,  where 
a  monumental  brass  to  his  memory  states  that  he  was  "  beloved  of 
all  in  his  Life,  and  much  lamented  in  his  Death."  (Alumni  Ox- 
oniensis, vol.  iv,  p.  1657;  Ashmole's  "  History  and  Antiquities  of 
Berkshire,"  p.  305  ;  Register,  ante,  vol.  xxxviii,  pp.  306-308,  and 
vol.  Iii,  p.  144.)  He  married  first,  about  1575,  Isabel,  daughter  of 
John  Woodhall,  Esq.,  of  Walden,  co.  Essex,  by  Elizabeth  his  wife, 
sister  of  Rev.  Edmund  Grindall,  the  celebrated  Puritan  Archbishop 
of  Canterbury,  described  by  Lord  Bacon  as  "  the  gravest  and 
greatest  prelate  of  the  land."  (Register,  ante,  vol.  xxxviii,  pp. 
301-308.)  He  married  second,  Anue,  sister  of  Rev.  Erasmus 
Webb,  canon  of  Windsor,  who  died  in  1612,  without  issue.  (Reg- 
ister, ante,  vol.  Iii,  pp.  143-4.) 
Children  by  first  wife : 

i.  Mary,*  b.  probably  about  1575;  d.  July  26,  1613;  m.  Rev.  Thomas 
Sheaffe,  D.D.,  who  was  bapt.  at  Cranbrooke,  co.  Kent,  Oct.  10, 
1562,  son  of  Thomas  and  Mary  (Harmon)  Sheaife,  educated  at 
King's  College,  Cambridge,  B.A.  1585,  M.A.  1588,  D.D.  1595, 
vicar  of  Welford,  Berkshire,  1597,  and  canon  of  Windsor  from 
1614  until  his  death,  at  Wickhambrook,  Dec.  12,  1639.  They  had 
eight  children,  and  several  of  their  descendants  settled  in  New  Eng- 
land. (Register,  ante,  vol.  Iv,  pp.  210-220;  Alumni  Oxoniensis, 
vol.  iv,  p.  1342.) 

ii.      A  SON,  name  unknown,  died  young. 

iii.  Elizabeth,  m.  about  1601,  John  Somer,  Jr.,  gent.,  of  St.  Mar- 
garet's, Clifle,  CO.  Kent.  She  d.  about  1606,  having  had  three 
children,  Thomas.  Mary,  and  Elizabeth ;  and  he  m.  second,  Aug.  10, 
1607,  Elizabeth,  bapt.  Aug.  27,  1587,  dau.  of  Anthony  and  Jane 
(Lambert)  Decring,  by  whom  he  hod  several  children.  The  Visi- 
tation of  Kent  in  1619  erroneously  assigns  all  the  children  of 
John  Somer  to  his  first  wife,  (Harleian  Soc,  vol.  xlii,  p.  55; 
also  Howard's  annotated  edition  of  the  Visitation  of  Kent  in  1619, 
p.  120,  line  15,  and  p.  132.) 


iv.  Isabel,  m.  about  1608,  Thomas  Gibbs  of  Windsor,  gent.,  second 
son  of  John  and  Mary  (Elham)  Gibbs  of  Elmeston,  co.  Kent. 
They  had  Ave  children.  (Visitation  of  Kent,  1C19,  Ilarleian  Soc, 
vol.  xlii,  p.  182  ;  Kegistek,  ante,  vol.  xlii,  pp.  175-177,  and  vol.  lii, 
p.  144.) 
V.  Edmund,  M.D.,  b.  about  1583;  matriculated  at  Merton  College, 
Oxford,  Mar.  3,  1597-8,  aged  15,  but  left  there  and  entered  King's 
College,  Cambridge,  the  same  year,  where  he  obtained  the  degree 
of  M.D. ;  incorporated  at  Oxford  in  1G14  ;  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians,  Dec.  22,  1G15 ;  installed  canon  of  Windsor, 
Dec.  18,  1616,  but  not  becoming  an  ordained  priest,  was  deprived 
of  the  office  a  year  later ;  practiced  his  profession  a  few  years  at 
Windsor,  but  about  1621  removed  to  London,  where  he  continued 
in  practice,  and  acquired  a  large  estate,  until  his  death  in  Sept., 
1633,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Mary  le  Bow.  He  took  a  strong  interest 
in  the  Puritan  colonization  of  New  England,  and  gave  to  the  ^^lass. 
Bay  Company  £1000,  which  was  used  for  the  purchase  of  military 
supplies.  He  died  unmarried,  and  in  his  will  gave  bequests  to  a 
large  number  of  relatives  and  friends.  (Registkr,  ante,  vol.  xlii, 
pp.  175-177  ;  Munk's  "  Roll  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of 
London,"  pp.  157-8;  Alumui  Oxoniensis,  vol.  iv,  p.  1654.) 
vi.     A  DAUGHTER,  name  unknown  ;  d.  young. 

vii.   William,  b.  in  1587 ;  d.  unmarried,  in  1610,  iu  his  23d  year,  and  Avas 
buried  iu  St.  George's  Chapel,  Windsor.     (Register,  ante,  vol. 
xxxviii,  p.  307;    Ashmole's  "History  and  Antiquities  of  Berk- 
shire," p.  306.) 
4,  viii.  John,  b.  about  Dec.  1588. 

ix  Rev.  Thomas,  D.D.,  b.  in  1591 ;  educated  at  Christ  Church,  Oxford, 
B.A.  1611,  M.A.  1614  ;  Fellow  of  Merton  College,  B.D.  1622  ;  D.D. 
of  Cambridge  1625;  incorporated  at  Oxford.  1645:  rector  of  Pa- 
gelsham,  1625,  Winhish,  1626,  andDebden,  1629  (all  in  co.  Essex)  ; 
canon  of  St.  Paul's  and  of  Westminster  Cathedrals,  London,  1625- 
1660.     r  Alumni   Oxoniensis,  vol.  iv,  p.  1657.)     He   m.   in   1617, 

Anne  -^ .    (Register,  ante,  vol.  xxxviii,  pp.  309-10,  and  vol. 

xlii,  p.  176.)  Children  :  1.  Edmund,^  was  bequeathed  lands  in  Per- 
shore,  co.  Worcester,  by  his  uncle  Dr.  Edmund^  Wilson.  (Reg- 
ister, ante,  vol.  xlii,  pp.  176-7.)  2.  Eev.  anndall,  b.  about  1633 ; 
mentioned  in  the  will,  in  1679,  of  his  cousin  Rev.  Grindall  Sheaffe, 
D.D.  (Register,  ante,  vol.  Iv,  p.  219)  ;  matriculated  at  Trinity 
College,  Oxford,  June  5,  1651;  vicar  of  Twining,  co.  Gloucester, 
in  1665  (Alumni  Oxoniensis,  vol.  iv,  p.  1655)  ;  Vicar  of  Dymoke, 
CO.  Gloucester,  from  1667  until  his  death  in  1715,  administration 
of  his  estate  being  given  on  June  16,  of  that  year,  to  his  son 
Grindall  (Probate  Court,  Gloucester.)  He  was  summone<l  by  the 
Heralds  for  the  Visitation  of  Gloucestershire  in  1682  (Biglaud's 
"  History  of  the  Countv  of  Gloucester,"  vol.  i,  p.  528.)    Children  : 

i.  Grindall,^  living  in  "l715.      ii.   A   daughter,  m.  Smith. 

iii.  William,  iv.  Rev.  John,  b.  in  1665;  matriculated  at  Merton 
College,  Oxford,  Nov.  10,  1681,  aged  16;  B.A.  1686;  rector  of 
Batsford,  co.  Gloucester,  from  1680  until  his  death  in  1733  (Alumni 
Oxoniensis,  vol.  iv,  p.  1656)  ;  ra.  Apr.  28,  1690,  Hester,  dan.  of 
Rev.  John  Easton,  his  predecessor  at  Batsford,  by  Mary  ^\  ins- 
hurst  his  wife  (Phillimore's  Gloucestershire  Marriages,  vol.  vi, 
p.  2)  ;  his  will,  dated  Feb.  12,  1731-2,  names  wife  Hester,  daugh- 
ters Barbara  and  Susanna,  daughters  Smith  and  Fletcher,  sister 
Smith,  and  brother  William  Wilson  and  his  wife  if  they  be  living 
(Gloucester  Probate  Court). 
X.  Margaret,  m.  (1)  about  1612,  David  Rawson,  merchant,  of  Lon- 
don (son  of  Edward  and  Bridget  Rawson  of  Colebrook,  Langley 
Mar.sh,  Bucks),  who  d.  in  1617,  leaving  three  children,  of  whom 
the  second  son,  Edicard,  b.  Apr.  16,  1615,  settled  in  New  England, 
was  Secretarv  of  the  Mass.  Bay  Colony  for  35  years,  and  left 
numerous  descendants;  m.  (2)  as  his  second  wife,  William  lay- 
lor,  who  d.  in  1651,  merchant,  of  London,  and  bore  him  three 
children  (Register,  ante,  vol.  xxxviii,  pp.  308-11;  vol.  xlii,  pp. 
177-8). 


6' 

xi.     A  SON,  name  unknown ;  d.  young. 

xii.   A  DAUGHTER,  name  unknown ;  cl.  young. 

4.  Rev.  John*  Wilson  {Rev.  William,^  D.D.,  William,^ gent.,  William}) 
was  born  at  Windsor,  co.  Berks,  England,  about  Dec,  1588.  After 
four  years'  preparation  at  Eton  school,  he  was  admitted  to  King's 
College,  Cambridge,  in  1602.  While  at  the  University  he  became 
deeply  interested  in  the  theological  discussions  of  the  day,  and  under 
the  influence  of  Rev.  Richard  Rogers  of  Wethersfield,  and  of  the 
celebrated  Rev.  William  Ames,  D.D.,  he  soon  became  converted  to 
the  principles  of  the  Puritans.  His  nonconformity  resulted  in  his 
being  obliged  to  leave  the  University  for  a  time,  and  he  entered  one 
of  the  Inns  of  Court  to  study  for  the  legal  profession  ;  but  his  dis- 
position for  the  ministry  continuing,  by  the  father's  influence  he  was 
returned  to  the  University,  where,  at  Christ  College,  he  obtained 
the  degree  of  B.A.  in  1606,  and  M.A.  in  1609. 

After  preaching  for  a  short  time  at  Newport,  Mortlake,  Henley, 
and  other  places,  he  lived  for  some  years  as  chaplain  in  several 
•  /  honorable  families.  Then,  for  three  years,  he  preached  at  Bum- 
Git^MJL^^^*^  stead,  Stoke,  Clare,  and  Cnndioh,  all  in  co.  Suffolk,  until  about 
1620,  when  he  succeeded  the  #■;  Rev.  William  Jenkins  at  Sud- 
bury, CO.  Suffolk,  where  he  officiated  some  ten  years  with  great  ac- 
ceptance to  his  parishioners.  Being  here  persecuted  and  frequently 
suspended,  for  his  non-conformity,  he  encouraged  and  supported 
the  colonization  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  joined  the  first  emi- 
gration, coming  to  New  England  in  the  Spring  of  1 630,  in  the 
Arbella,  with  Gov.  Winthrop,  leaving  his  wife  and  children  in  Eng- 
land. Soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  company,  the  First  Church  of 
Boston  was  organized,  on  July  30,  1630,  John  Wilson  being  in- 
stalled as  teacher.  After  laboring  for  nearly  a  year,  and  filling  an 
important  part  in  establishing  the  colony  on  a  permanently  prosper- 
ous basis,  he  went  back  to  England  in  Apr.,  1631,  returning  to 
Boston  in  May,  1632,  with  his  wife,  son  Joliu,  and  daughter  Eliza- 
beth. A  few  months  after  his  return,  he  was  installed  as  pastor  of 
the  church,  on  Nov.  23,  1632,  being  succeeded  as  teacher  by  the 
celebrated  Rev.  John  Cotton. 

In  the  autumn  of  1634,  Mr.  Wilson  made  another  voyage  to  Eng- 
land, to  settle  the  estate  of  his  brother  Edmund,  but  returned  to 
Boston  in  Oct.,  1635,  and  continued  as  pastor  for  thirty-five  years, 
until  his  death,  Aug.  7,  1667,  being  associated,  after  Mr.  Cotton's 
death  in  1652,  with  Rev.  John  Norton  as  teacher.  During  his 
ministry,  he  frequently  made  visits  to  the  Indian  settlements  with 
Rev.  John  Eliot,  the  "Apostle,"  and  labored  as  a  missionary  to  the 
savages. 

Many'coutemporary  writers  and  records  bear  witness  to  the  high 
esteem  and  veneration  in  which  Rev.  John  Wilson  was  held.  While 
not  endowed  with  as  brilliant  talents  as  the  Rev.  John  Cotton,  he 
was,  nevertheless,  a  devout,  learned,  zealous,  and  able  man,  and  his 
sympathetic  nature,  kindness  of  heart,  and  generosity  to  the  needy, 
greatly  endeared  him  to  his  parishoners.  Of  his  character.  Cotton 
Mather  says:  ''  If  the  picture  of  this  good  and  therein  great  man 
were  to  be  exactly  given,  great  zeal  with  great  love  would  be  the 
two  principal  strokes  that  joined  with  orthodoxy  should  make  up 


his  portraiture."  His  zeal  in  the  "  orthodoxy "  of  his  religious 
views,  however,  was  carried  to  intolerance  and  bigotry,  as  was  com- 
monly the  case  in  that  period  of  strenuous  religious  opmions.  His 
portrait  in  oil  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society. 

.  Among  his  published  works  were  :  "  Some  Helps  to  Faith"  (Lon- 
don, 1625)  ;  "  Famous  Deliverances  of  the  English  Nation,"  a 
poem  (London,  1626)  ;  a  Latin  poem  to  the  memory  of  Rev.  John 
Harvard ;  and  a  tract,  "  The  Day  Breaking  if  not  the  Sun  Rising, 
of  the  Gospel  with  the  Indians  in  New  England"  (1647). 

Mr.  Wilson's  house  and  garden  in  Boston  were  situated  on  the 
north-west  corner  of  the  present  State  and  Devonshire  streets. 
Portions  of  this  property  he  disposed  of  during  his  lifetime,  and 
the  remainder  he  deeded  to  his  sou  John  and  daughter  Mary  Dan- 
forth,  on  May  31,  1667.  (Suffolk  Co.  Deeds,  vol.  v,  fol.  233.) 
They  sold  it  to  Hezekiah  Usher,  on  July  2,  1668,  for  £433.7.0. 
{Ibid,  vol.  X,  fol.  98.)  On  Apr.  1,  1634,  Mr.  Wilson  was  granted 
two  hundred  acres  at  "Mystic"  by  the  General  Court  (Mass.  Col- 
ony Records,  vol.  i,  p.  114),  and  diis  farm,  covering  what  is  now 
the  Wellington  district  of  Medford,  he  sold  to  Thomas  Blanchard, 
on  Feb.  12,  1650-1.  (Suffolk  Co.  Deeds,  vol.  i,  fol.  223.)  On 
Dec.  8,  1634,  he  was  given  a  grant  of  land  at  Brain  tree,  by  the 
town  of  Boston,  on  condition  that  he  would  relinquish  to  the  town 
the  grant  at  "  Mystic  "  by  the  General  Court ;  but  as  he  was  obliged 
to  go  to  considerable  expense  to  secure  a  clear  title,  it  was  voted, 
on  Dec.  4,  1635,  that  he  be  allowed  the  Braintree  grant  in  addition 
to  the  Mystic  grant.  (Boston  Town  Records,  Record  Commission- 
ers' Report,  vol.  ii,  pp.  2,  6.)  This  Braintree  grant,  comprising 
some  750  acres,  was  over  half  a  mile  wide,  and  located  on  both 
sides  of  the  present  line  of  the  Old  Colony  Rail  Road,  and  extended 
from  the  vicinity  of  Squantum  street  in  Wollastou  southward  to 
beyond  Adams  street  in  Quincy.  This  farm  (which  was  rented  to 
Alexander  Marsh,  Thomas  Faxon,  and  others,  for  many  years), 
Mr.  Wilson  gave  by  deed,  on  May  31,  1667,  to  his  son  John  and 
daughter  Mary  Danforth.  (Suffolk  Co.  Deeds,  vol.  v,  fol.  233.) 
They  divided  the  property  in  1687,  Rev.  John^  WUson,  Jr.,  taking 
the  southern  portion,  and  his  sister  the  northern  part.  (Suffolk 
Co.  Deeds,  vol.  xxvi,  fol.  8.)  The  southern  portion  was  occupied 
by  Dr.  John«  Wilson  (son  of  Rev.  John^  of  Medfield,  and  grandson 
of  Rev.  John^  of  Boston)  from  1692  until  his  death  in  1728,  and 
a  small  part  of  it  continued  in  the  possession  of  his  lineal  male  de- 
scendants until  the  death  of  his  grandson  Dr.  John^  AYilson  of  Sher- 
bom  in  1756.     (Suffolk  Co.  Deeds,  vol.  cvi,  fol.  187.) 

In  1637,  Rev.  John*  Wilson  went  as  chaplain  in  the  expedition 
against  the  Pequot  Indians,  and  for  this  service  received  a  grant  of 
one  thousand  acres  from  the  General  Court,  on  June  6,  1639. 
(Mass.  Colony  Records,  vol.  1,  p.  263.)  After  several  changes 
this  grant  was  finally  located,  on  Oct.  16,  1660,  on  both  sides  of 
the  Soubegan  River,  in  the  present  towns  of  Amherst  and  Mem- 
mack,  N.  H.  (Mass.  Colony  Records,  vol.  iv,  p.  442)  ;  and  on 
Dec.  3,  1660,  was  sold  bv  Mr.  Wilson  to  Simon  Lynde  of  Boston 
(Suffolk  Co.  Deeds,  vol.  iii,  fol.  449). 

His  will,  dated  May  31,  1667,  names  wife  Elizabeth  deceased; 
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grandson  John^  Wilson,  Jr.,  under  age,  and  grand-daughter  Bridget® 
wife  of  Nicholas  Prideaux,  merchant,  of  Barbadoes,  children  of  his 
deceased  son  Dr.  Edmund®  Wilson  of  London  ;  son  Rev.  John®  of 
Medfield  ;  daughter  Mary  wife  of  Rev.  Samuel  Danforth  of  Rox- 
bury ;  Sarah,  Elizabeth,  John,  and  Susanna,  children  of  son  John  ; 
John,  Mary,  Elizabeth,  and  Samuel,  children  of  daughter  Mary 
Danforth  ;  cousin  {i.  e.  nephew)  Edward  Rawson  ;  brother  (in-law) 
John  Mansfield ;  cousin  Mrs.  Sarah  Higginson  ;  cousin  Benjamin 
Briscoe ;  and  cousin  William  Smith.  (Suffolk  Co.  Probate,  vol. 
vi,  fol.  1 ;  and  Register,  ante,  vol.  xvvii,  p.  343.)  The  total 
inventory  was  £1719.  14.  6,  the  Braintree  farm  being  valued  at 
£1300. 

He  married,  about  1617,  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  John  Mansfield, 
Esq.,  Master  of  the  Minories  and  Queen's  Surveyor,  temp.  Eliza- 
beth, by  Elizabeth  his  wife,  and  sister  of  Anne  Mansfield  wife  of 
Capt.  Robert  Keayne,  the  founder  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Artillery  Company  of  Boston.  She  died  in  Boston  in  1658,  and 
he  died  Aug.  7,  1667,  aged  68,  and  both  lie  buried  in  one  tomb  in 
King's  Chapel  Burial  Ground. 

Children  : 

i.  Edmund,^  M.D.,  b.  about  1618 ;  educated  at  Emmanuel  College,  Cam- 
bridge, where  he  obtained  the  degree  B.M.  in  1638;  M.D.  at  the 
University  of  Padua,  Italy,  in  1642 ;  incorporated  at  Oxford  in 
1646;  Eellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  Loudon, 
1649;  d.  Aug.  7,  1657;  m.  about  1645, ,  and  left  two  child- 
ren :  a  daughter  Bridget,^  who  m.  before  1668,  Nicholas  Prideaux, 
merchant,  of  Barbadoes ;  and  a  son  John,^  b.  about  1650,  who  was 
living  in  1667,  but  who  apparently  never  came  to  New  England, 
and  of  whose  history  no  information  has  been  secured. 
5.  ii.     John,  b.  Sept.,  1621. 

iii.  Elizabeth,  admitted  to  First  Church  in  Boston,  Nov.  19,  1648  ;  m. 
in  1650,  as  his  second  wife.  Rev.  Ezekiel^  Rogers  of  Rowley, 
Mass. ;  she  and  her  infant  d.  in  childbirth,  in  Feb.,  1650-1.  Her 
husband  was  b.  in  Wethersfleld,  co.  Essex,  England,  in  1590,  son 
of  the  eminent  Puritan  minister  Rev.  Richard  Rogers ;  B.  A. 
Bennett's  College,  Cambridge,  1604;  M.  A.  Christ  College,  1608; 
chaplain  from  1610  to  1621  in  the  family  of  Sir  Francis  Barring- 
ton,  Bart.,  of  Hatfield  Broad  Oak,  co.  Essex;  rector  of  Rowley, 
Yorkshire,  1621-1638;  brought  a  colony  of  his  adherents  to  New 
England  in  1638,  and  founded  Rowley,  Mass.,  where  he  served  as 
pastor  until  his  death,  Jan.  23,  1660-1.  His  first  wife,  Joane 
Hartopp,  was  buried  at  Rowley,  Mass.,  May  8,  1649;  and  his 
third  wife,  to  whom  he  was  married  July  16,  1651,  was  Mary, 
widow  of  Thomas  Barker  of  Rowley,  who  survived  him  and  was 
buried  Feb.  12,  1678-9.     All  his  children  died  in  infancy. 

iv.  Mary,  b.  in  Boston,  Sept.  12,  1633 ;  admitted  to  her  father's  church 
Nov.  19,  1648;  m.  (1)  Nov.  5,  1651,  Rev.  SamueP  Danforth  of 
Roxbury,  Mass.,  who  was  bapt.  at  Framlingham,  co.  Sufiblk,  Eng- 
land, Oct.  17,  1626,  son  of  Nicholas*  and  Elizabeth  Danforth,  and 
who  was  brought  to  New  England  in  1632  by  his  pai'ents,  who 
settled  in  Cambridge,  Mass.,  where  he  was  graduated  at  Harvard 
College  in  1643.  On  Sept.  24,  1650,  he  was  ordained  assistant  to 
Rev.  John  Eliot  of  Roxbury,  and  continued  in  that  ofiice  until  his 
death,  Nov.  19,  1674.  Mr.  Danforth  was  skilled  in  mathematics 
and  astronomy,  and  published  several  almanacs ;  and  also  kept  in 
the  church  records  a  journal  of  notable  public  events.  He  was 
particularly  distinguished  for  the  fervor  of  his  piety  and  the 
purity  of  his  life.  They  had  twelve  children.  His  widow  m.  (2) 
as  his  second  wife,  Joseph*  Rock,  a  wealthy  merchant  of  Boston, 
who  d.  in  1683,  and  she  d.  Sept.  13,  1713. 


5,  Rev.  John"*  Wilson  {Rev.  John, '^  Rev.  William,^  D.D.,  William,'^ 
gent,  William'^),  hovn'm  England,  in  Sept.,  1G21,  was  brought  to 
New  England  by  his  father  on  the  hitter's  second  voyage,  in  May, 
1632.  lie  was  graduated  in  the  first  class  at  Ilarvanl  College,  in 
1642,  was  admitted  to  his  father's  church  in  Boston  on  Mar.  3, 
1644,  and  was  admitted  freeman  May  26,  1047.  After  preaching 
several  years,  he  became  assistant  to  Rev.  Richard  Mather,  at  Dor- 
chester, in  1G49,  and  after  two  years'  service  here,  removed  to  Med- 
field  soon  after  the  settlement  of  that  place,  and  in  Dec,  1651,  was 
installed  as  the  first  minister  of  the  new  town,  where  he  was  or- 
dained pastor  on  Oct.  12,  1652,  in  which  service  he  continued  for 
forty  years,  until  his  death,  besides  performing  the  duties  of  phy- 
sician and  schoolmaster.  His  homestead  in  Medfield  was  sitwated 
on  the  site  of  the  present  Town  Hall.  By  a  contemporary  he  is 
referred  to  as  "  gracious  and  godly,  a  faithful  and  useful  man,  well 
esteemed."  He  died  Aug.  23,  16yi,  aged  nearly  70,  having  on  the 
previous  Sunday  "  preached  both  forenoon  and  afternoon,  fervently 
and  powerfully." 

In  his  will,  made  three  days  before  his  decease,  he  mentions  his 
wife  Sarah;  son  John  (to  whom  he  bequeathed  his  share  of  the 
Braiutree  farm)  ;  daughter  Sarah,  wife  of  Josiah  Torrey,  formerly 
wife  of  Paul  Batt ;  daughter  Susanna,  wife  of  Grindall  Rawsou  ; 
and  grandchild  Thomas  Weld  son  of  his  daughter  Elizabeth,  de- 
ceased, formerly  wife  of  Thomas  Weld.  (Suffolk  Co.  Probate, 
vol.  viii,  fol.  58 ;  and  "  History  of  Medfield,"  p.  522.) 

He  married,  about  1648,  Sarah,^  daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas^  and 
Susanna  Hooker  of  Hartford,  Conn.  Mr.  Hooker,  a  powerful  and 
distinguished  Puritan  preacher,  was  born  at  Marfield,  co.  Leicester, 
England,  July  7,  1586  ;  educated  at  Emmanuel  College,  Cambridge, 
B.A.,  1608,  M.A.,  1611;  fellow  of  the  University,  1612-1620; 
rector  of  Esher,  co.  Surrey,  1620-1625;  preached  at  Chelmsford, 
CO.  Essex,  1625-1629,  where  he  was  silenced  for  non-conformity; 
kept  a  private  school  at  Little  Baddow,  co.  Essex,  1629-1631; 
being  persecuted,  went  to  Holland,  where  he  preached  tw^o  years  at 
Delfthaven,  and  a  few  months  at  Rotterdam  as  assistant  to  Rev. 
Dr.  Ames  ;  came  to  NeAV  England  in  Sept.,  1633,  and  located  first  at 
Cambridge,  whence,  in  June,  1636,  he  removed  to^Hartford,  Conn., 
where  he  served  as  minister  until  his  death,  July  7,  1647. 

Children  : 
i.       JoHN,«  b.  July  6,  1649  ;  d.  young. 

ii.      Sarah,  b,  in  1650 ;  m.  (1)  about  1672,  Paul,^  b.  m  Sahsbury,  Mass.. 
Feb.  18,  1643,  sou  of  Christopher*  and  Ann  (Baynton)  Batt,  wHo 
settled  in  Boston  as  a  merchant,  wliere  he  d.  in  1678,  having  had 
three  children ;  m.  (2)  May  5,  1680,  Lieut.  Josiah,^  b.  in  K^'^O- ^""  ^^ 
William'  Torrey  of  Wevmouth,  who  resided  in  Boston,  lb80-lb»^, 
Mendon,   1682-1696,  Bristol,   1707-1717,  Barrln-ton,  R.  I.,  1717- 
1726,  and  Mansfield,  Conn.,  from  1726,  until  his  death,  Oct.  dO, 
1732,  a"ed  82,  having  been  a  man  of  influence  in  all  the  com- 
munities in  which  he  had  lived.     They  had  five  children, 
iii.     Thomas,  b.  Sept.  12,  1652;  d.  Dec.  14,  1652. 
iv.'    Emzabeth,  b.  Nov.  9,  1653;  d.  Nov.  19,  1653. 
V.      Elizabeth,  b.  about  Sept.,  1656 ;  d.  July  19,  168.  ;  m.  Nov^^.  1681 
Rev.  Thomas'  Weld,  b.  June  12,  1653,  son  of  Thmnas-  Weld  of 
Roxburv  by  Dorothy^  dan.  of  Rev.  SamucU   Whiting  of  Lynn 
Mass.,  "and  grandson  of  Rev.  Thomas*  Weld  of  Ho^^ur  ,   an 
associate  of  the  "Apostle"  John  Eliot.      Mr.  Weld  graduated 
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from  Harvard  College  in  1671,  and  for  a  few  years  taught  scIjooI 
in  Roxbnry  while  studying  divinity  with  Rev.  Samuel  Danforth. 
As  early  as  May,  1679,  he  was  preaching  in  the  frontier  town  of 
Dunstable,  where  he  was  ordained  and  settled  Dec.  16,  1685,  and 
continued  until  his  death,  June  9,  1702.  They  had  four  children. 
By  a  second  wife,  Mary  Savage,  he  had  three  more  children. 
6,  vi.     John,  b.  June  18,  1660. 

vii.    Thomas,  b.  Nov.  18,  1662;  d.  Nov.  27,  1662. 

viii.  Susanna,  b.  Dec.  1,  1664;  d.  July  8,  1748;  m.  Aug.  30,  1682,  her 
second  cousin.  Rev.  Grindall  Rawson,  b.  Jan.  23,  1659-60,  son  of 
Hon.  Edward  Rawson  of  Boston  by  Rachel  Perne  his  wife,  and 
grandson  of  David  Rawson  of  London,  who  m.  Margaret,  dau.  of 
Rev.  William^  Wilson,  D.D.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  College 
in  1678,  studied  divinity  with  Rev.  Samuel  Torrey  of  Weymouth, 
and  on  Oct.  4,  1680,  began  preaching  at  Mendon,  where  he  was 
*  ordained  Apr.  7,  1684,  and  continued  in  service  for  nearly  thirty- 

five  years,  until  his  death,  Feb.  6,  1714-15.  He  also  preached  to 
the  Indians  in  their  native  tongue,  and  published  several  trans- 
lations into  the  Indian  language  of  current  religious  tracts.  His 
intellectual  abilities,  faithfulness,  piety  and  zeal,  were  highly  com- 
mended by  his  friend  and  classmate  Rev.  Cotton  Mather.  They 
had  eleven  children. 

.  Dr.  eJoHN^  Wilson  {Rev.  John^^  Rev.  John,''  Rev.  William,^  D.D., 
William,- gent.,  William}),  born  in  Medfield,  June  18,  1660,  for 
some  unknown  reason  left  Harvard  College  soon  after  his  admis- 
sion, but  received  an  excellent  education  from  his  father  in  divinity, 
medicine,  and  law.  Soon  after  becoming  of  age,  he  was  employed 
as  a  schoolmaster  for  several  terms  by  his  native  town,  and  he  was 
also  engaged  at  times  to  assist  his  father  in  the  ministry.  In  1682 
he  went  to  New  Haven,  Conn.,  where  he  preached  for  over  a  year, 
and  in  a  letter  from  Col.  John  Dixwell  to  Rev.  Increase  Mather 
he  is  spoken  of  as  "  a  verie  hopef  ull  yonge  man  of  good  abillities." 
(4  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,  vol.  8,  p.  165)  ;  but  he  returned  to  Med- 
field in  the  autumn  of  1684,  and  resumed  school  teaching  there ; 
and  after  his  father's  death,  an  attempt  was  made  to  settle  him  per- 
manently as  the  latter's  successor,  but  not  being  popular  or  success- 
ful there  as  a  preacher,  the  project  was  voted  down  by  the  town. 
Thereupon  he  relinquished  the  ministry,  and  removed  to  Braintree 
in  1692,  settling  on  the  southern  half  of  the  farm  which  was  granted 
to  his  grandfather  and  willed  to  him  by  his  father.  Here  he  resided, 
cultivating  the  farm,  practicing  medicine  and  performing  legal  ser- 
vices, until  his  death  in  1728.  By  reason  of  his  education,  large 
estate,  and  distinguished  ministerial  family  connections,  he  occupied 
a  leading  social  position,  and  was  popular  and  prominent  in  town 
affairs  from  1695  to  1710,  often  serving  on  committees  and  as 
moderator  at  town  meetings,  and  was  Representative  to  the  General 
Court  in  1698.  In  1696  he  received  a  commission  as  captain  of 
one  of  the  local  military  companies,  and  on  June  7,  1700,  was  ap- 
pointed a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  offices  of  distinction  at  that  time. 

Dr.  Wilson  died  intestate,  and  on  Dec.  26,  1728,  his  estate  was 
divided  equally  among  his  grandchildren  John^  and  Margaret*  Wilson 
(children  of  his  eldest  son,  Rev.  John''  Wilson,  Jr.,  deceased),  and 
his  children,  Roger  and  Edmund  Wilson,  Sarah  Marsh,  Elizabeth 
Low,  Alice  Belcher,  and  Mary  Baxter.  (Suffolk  Co.  Probate,  vol. 
xxvii,  fol.  5.) 

He  married,  July  4,  1683,  his  cousin  Sarah, ^  baptized  in  Milford, 
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Conn.,  in  16G2,  died  in  Braintree,  Aug.  20,  1725,  daughter  of  Rev. 
Roger^  and  Mary  (Hooker)  Newton.  Mv.  Newton  came  to  New 
England  when  a  youth,  and  was  educated  for  tlie  ministry  by  Rev. 
Tliomas  Hooker,  whose  daughter  he  later  married  ;  was  minister  at 
Farmington,  Conn,,  lGo2-l();37;  went  back  to  England  but  re- 
turned in  1660  ;  and  was  settled  over  the  church  at  ISIilford,  Conn., 
where  he  died  June  7,  16b3,  and  his  wife  Mary  died  Feb.  4,  1676. 
Children  : 

i.  Sahah,' b.  in  New  Haveu,  Apr.  1,  1G84;  ra.  Au-^.  28,  1701,  John,* 
b.  Feb.  17,  1G78-9,  sou  of  Lieut.  Alexander'  and  Mary  (Belcher) 
Marsh  of  Braintree.     They  had  eleven  children. 

7.  ii.     John,  b.  in  Medtield,  May  31,  1G8G. 

iii.  Elizabeth,  b.  in  Medtield,  Oct.  31,  1GS9 ;  m.  about  1722,  Samuel* 
Low  (Samuel,',  Anthony,^  John'),  b.  Mar.  29,  1701,  d.  1749,  of 
Barriugtou  and  Warren,  R.  I.  (Siitlbllv  Co.  Deeds,  vol.  Iii,  fol. 
177.)  She  died  leaving  a  dan.  Anne,  who  m.  Dec.  10,  1743,  Joseph 
Bosworth,  Jr.,  of  Uehoboth,  and  two  sons,  Johti  Wihun  and 
Hooker.  (Sufl'ollv  Co.  Deeds,  vol.  cvii,  fol.  35.)  Samuel*  Low 
m.  (2)  (int.  rec.  Jan.  31,  1735-G),  Isabel  Greene,  by  whom  lie  had 
a  son  Samuel.*  (This  corrects  the  account  of  this  family  in  Aus- 
tin's." Gen.  Diet,  of  K.  I.,"  p.  339.) 

8.  iv.    Roger,  b.  in  Medtield,  Aug.  20,  1G91. 

V.  Edmund,  b.  iu  Braintree,  July  27,  1G95 ;  probably  passed  his  life 
in  Braintree,  where  but  meagre  mention  is  to  be  found  of  liim ;  d. 
unmarried,  in  the  military  service,  iu  1747,  his  i)rother-iu-law 
Moses  Belcher  being  administrator  of  his  estate.  (Suffolk  Co. 
Probate,  vol.  xli,  fol.  34.) 

vi.  Alice,  b.  in  Braintree,  June  9,  1698  ;  m.  Jan.  3, 1726-7,  as  his  second 
wife,  Moses,'  b.  in  1G74,  son  of  Moses^  and  Mary  (Nash)  Belcher 
of  Braintree.  (Register,  ante,  vol.  Ix,  p.  134.)  She  died,  with- 
out issue,  iu  May,  1754,  leavina;  a  will,  dated  May  8,  1754,  in 
which  are  named  :  cousin  (i.  e.  nephew)  John  Wilson  of  Sherborn  ; 
husband  Moses  Belcher ;  brother  Roger  Wilson ;  step-daughter 
Anne  Crosby;  sister  Mary,  wife  of  Gregory  Baxter;  Alice,  dau. 
of  John  Marsh;  brother  Roger's  tliree  children,  viz.,  John,  Mary, 
and  Hannah;  children  of  cousin  (t.  e.  niece)  Ann  "Bozard" 
(Bosworth)  deceased;  Jerusha,  dau.  of  Alexander  Marsh;  Moses, 
son  of  Mo§es  Marsh  ;  Wilson,  son  of  Wilson  Marsh  ;  and  Jemima, 
dau.  of  Samuel  Marsh.  This  will  was  offered  for  probate  May  24, 
1754,  and  is  on  file,  but  was  disallowed  .Tune  11,  1754;  and  on 
Sept.  10,  1755,  her  estate  was  divided  amongst  her  brothers  and 
sisters  or  tlieir  representatives.  (Sufiblk  Co.  Probate,  vol.  1, 
fol.  518.)     From  this  it  is  evident  that  her  husband  died  soon 

vii.  Mary,  b.  in  Braintree,  Aug.  16,  1702;  d.  Aug.  11,  17S9;  m.  Oct. 
17,  1728,  Gregory,  b.  FebT  14,  170G,  sou  of  Capt.  John  and  Iluldali 
(Hayward)  Baxter  of  Braintree.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  Col- 
legein  1725,  but  pursued  no  profession,  residing  on  a  farm  in 
Braintree,  where  he  d.  Jan.  9,  1763.  They  had  several  children, 
of  whom  three  survived. 

7.  Rev.  Joiix^  Wilson  (Dr.  John,^  Rev.  John,^  Rev.  John,*  Rev.  Wil- 
liam,^ D.D.,  William^' gent.,  William^)  was  born  at  Medtield,  May 
31,  1686,  and  taken  to  Braintree  in  childhood  by  his  jjarents.  He 
graduated  at  Harvard  College  in  1705,  and  the  liigh  social  position 
held  by  his  family  is  shown  by  the  fact  that  his  name  was  placed 
at  the  head  of  the  class.  He  then  studied  divinity,  and  about  1710 
was  settled  over  a  small  Congregational  Church  newly  organized 
in  a  village  situated  in  the-  southwestern  part  of  Swansea,  which  in 
1717  became  the  town  of  Barriiigtou,  R.  I.     After  three  years' 
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service  here,  he  was  suddenly  cut  off  by  death,  in  1713,  at  the  early 
age  of  27. 

Of  his  attainments  and  character  no  account  has  been  discovered. 
He  married,  at  Mendon,  May  25,  1711,  Margaret  Hall,  perhaps  a 
sister  of  Hon.  Hugh  Hall  of  Boston  (who  was  sou  of  Hon.  Hugh  Hall 
of  Barbadoes,  by  Lydia,  daughter  of  Capt.  Benjamin  and  Lydia 
(Scottow)  Gibbs  of  Boston).  She  married  second,  Oct.  25,  1719, 
Rev.  Samuel,  born  in  Enfield,  Conn.,  Mar.  26,  1690,  son  of  Samuel 
and  Hannah  (Morgan)  Terry,  a  graduate  of  Harvard  College  in 
1710,  minister  at  Barrington,  R.  I.,  1718-1726,  who  jireached  at 
Uxbridge,  Mass.,  in  1728,  and  was  schoolmaster  at  Mendon  in  1733. 
Children  : 
9.  i.      JoHN,8  b.  Apr.  28,  1712. 

ii.  Margaret,  b.  about  1714;  m.  iu  1730,  Obed  Hussey  of  Nantucket. 
On  Dec.  29,  1735,  Obed  Hussey  of  Nantucket  and  Margaret  his 
wife  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  £307.6.0  from  Mr.  .John  Wilson 
of  Mendon,  gent.,  for  her  interest  in  their  father's  share  of  their 
grandfather's  estate  in  Braintree.  (Suffolk  Co.  Probate,  vol. 
xxxii,  fol.  440.) 

8.  Roger''  Wilson  {Dr.  John,^  Rev.  John,^  Rev.  John,^  Rev.  William,^ 
D.D.,  William,'^  gent,  William^),  born  in  Medfield,  Aug.  20,  1691, 
was  taken  to  Braintree  in  infancy  by  his  parents..  'He  was  the 
first  member  of  the  family  in  six  generations  who  did  not  acquire 
a  liberal  education  and  take  a  profession,  becoming  an  ordinary 
yeoman,  and  never  attaining  even  local  prominence  or  distinction. 
In  fact,  it  may  be  inferred  from  what  few  mentions  are  found  of 
him  that  he  was  much  inferior  to  his  ancestors  in  character,  attain- 
ments, and  position  in  the  community.  In  Mar.,  1717,  he  was 
sued  by  his  father-in-law,  Capt.  John  Mills,  for  £18.10.0  expended 
by  the  latter  to  support  Roger's  wife  and  children,  who  had  been 
deserted  and  neglected  for  over  a  year.  His  wife  complained,  "if 
my  father  had  not  supplied  me,  1  and  my  children  must  have 
suffered,  if  not  perished."  (Suffolk  Co.  Court  Files,  No.  11591.) 
He  resided  in  a  house  belonging  to  his  wife's  family,  and  gradually 
sold  off  his  interest  in  the  paternal  farm;  and  on  July  29,  1754,  he 
sold  to  his  son  John  and  son-in-law  Ebenezer  Field  his  shtu-e  in  the 
estate  of  his  sister  Alice  Belcher,  which  is  the  last  mention  found  of 
him,  and  no  probate  record  of  any  estate  appeal's.  (Suffolk  Co. 
Deeds,  vol.  Ixxxvii,  fol.  112.) 

He  married,  about  1714,  Hannah,*  born  Feb.  2,  1688-9,  daugh- 
ter of  Capt.  John*  and  Hannah  Mills  of  Braintree.  Capt.  Mills 
was  an  euterprising,  wealthy,  and  influential  man,  and  for  mauy 
years  took  a  leading  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  of  Braintree^ 
which  he  represented  in  the  General  Court  in  1709,  '10,  '12,  '16, 
'18,  '21. 
.  Children : 

i.      Susanna,^  b.  Apr.  27,  1715;  bapt.  and  admitted  to  tlie  church,  Feb. 

11,  1727-8;  d.  unmarried,  Mar.  22,  1748-9,  aged  34.     (Braintree 

Chnrcli  records.) 
ii.     Maky,  b.  Jan.  12,  1716-17;  bapt.  and  admitted  to  the  church,  Aug. 

25,  1734;  living  in  May,  1754,   according  to  the  will  of  her  aunt 

Alice  (Wilson)  Belcher  (see  supra)  ;  no  further  record. 
iii.    Hannah,  b.  in  1719;  bapt.  an cf* admitted  to  the  church.   Mar.  21, 

1741-2;  m.  June  25,  1744,  Ebenezer,  Jr.,  b.  Nov.  12, 1722,  d.  about 
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1799,  son  of  Ebenezer  and  Abigail  (Neal)  Field  of  Braintree. 

She  d.  before  1765,  leaviujj  six  children,  and  her  husband  married 
again  and  had  one  daughter. 

iv.     Abigail,  b.  in  1722 ;  bapt.  and  admitted  to  the  church,  Mar.  6, 
1747-8;  no  further  I'ecord. 
10.   V.      John,  b.  Feb.  15,  1723-4. 

vi.  William,  b.  Dec.  12,  1726;  bapt.  and  admitted  to  church,  Mar.  6, 
1747-8;  his  wife  (name  not  given)  joining  at  same  time;  eh'cted 
hog-reive  of  Braintree,  Mar.  5,  175D.  On  Apr.  11,  1759,  William 
Wilson  of  Braintree,  aged  32,  enlisted  in  Col.  Benj.  Lincoln's 
regt.  for  tlie  expedition  against  Canada,  liaving  served  in  the 
campaign  of  1755.  (Mass.  Archives,  Muster  Rolls,  vol.  xcvii,  p. 
126.)  William  Wilson  of  Braintree  served  as  corporal  in  Capt. 
John  Martin's  company  from  Feb.  26  to  Dec.  5,  1760  in  the  Crown 
roint  expedition,  and  150  miles  travel  home  allowed  on  pay  ac- 
count. (^Mass.  Archives,  Muster  Rolls,  vol.  xcviii,  p.  294.)  This 
is  the  last  record  found  of  him,  and  it  is  supposed  that  he  removed 
from  Braintree,  and  that  liis  descendants  are  extinct.  It  is  likely 
that  he  was  the  William  Wilson  whose  marriage  intention  with 
Elizabeth  "  Speer"  was  recorded  in  Boston,  Oct.  1,  1747.  She 
Avas  probably  the  Elizabeth  Spear,  b.  in  Braintree,  Jan.  4,  1728, 
dau.  of  Nathaniel  and  Thankful  (Woodward)  Spear.  Children: 
1.  Elizabeth,^  bapt.  Sept.  18,  1748.  2.  Susanna,  bapt.  Apr.  10, 
1757.     No  further  trace  of  these  children  has  been  found. 

I.  Dr.  John^  Wilson  {Rev.  John^  Dr.  John,^  Rev.  John,^  Rev.  John* 
Rev.  William,^  D.D.,  William,'^  gent.,  William^)  was  born  Apr.  28, 
1712,  in  that  part  of  Swansea  which  later  was  Barriugton,  R.  I., 
and  graduated  from  Harvard  College  in  1733,  the  high  social  posi- 
tion of  the  family  placing  his  name  seventh  in  a  class  of  thirty- 
eight  graduates.  On  May  22,  1735,  he  sold  to  Moses  Belcher  his 
interest  in  the  Braintree  farm  of  his  grandfather  Dr.  John^  Wilson. 
(Suffolk  Co.  Deeds,  vol.  li,  fol.  6.)  He  then  studied  medicine, 
and  about  1737  settled  in  Sherborn,  Mass.,  where  he  resided  and 
practiced  his  profession  about  twenty  years,  until  his  decease  June 
13,  1756.  On  May  8,  1765,  Benjamin  Learned  and  Elizabeth  his 
wife,  Mary  Wilson,  Jr.,  Alice  Wilson,  and  Sarah  Wilson,  all  of 
Sherborn,  conveyed  to  Edmnnd  Billings  land  in  Braintree  of  their 
late  father,  Dr.  John  Wilson  late  of  Sherborn.  (Suffolk  Co.  Deeds, 
vol.  cvi,  fol.  187.) 

He  married  at  Mendon,  June  28,  1738,  Mary ,  who  died 

.in  Dublin,  N.  H.,  June  12,  1774. 

Children : 
i.      Mary, 3  b.  perhaps  in  1738;  living,  unmarried,  in  1765;  no  further 

record . 
ii.     Elizabeth,  b.  July  25,  1740;  d.  Mar.  12,   1771;  m.  Apr.  11,   1765, 
Dea.  Benjamin,  b.  Jan.  23,  1741-2,  son  of  Capt.  Edward  and  Abi- 
gail (Morse)  Learned  of  Sherborn.     In  1767  they  settled  in  Dub- 
lin, N.  H.,  where  he  d.  Sept.  5,  1818.     They  had  three  children, 
iii.    Alice,  b.  Aug.  4,  1742;  d.   Nov.  7,   1805;  m.   Feb.   2,   1766,   Capt. 
Samuel,  b.  Aug.  24,  1740,  son  of  Capt.  Joseph  and  Deborah  (Fair- 
bank)  Twitchell  of  Sherborn.     Soon  after  their  marriage,   they 
settled  in  Dublin,  N.  H.,  where  Capt.  Twitchell  became  a  leading 
man  in  the  town,  and  d.  Apr.  16,  1820.     They  had  ten  children. 
iv.     Sakah,  b.  Feb.  8,  1744-5;  living,  unmarried,  in  1765;  no  further 

record. 
V.    John,  b.  Nov.  14,  1747;  a  lad  of  great  promise;  d.  in  17o6,  aged  9 
years,  terminating  a  line  of  seven  generations  distinguished  in 
professional  life  for  nearly  200  years, 
vi.    Hannah,  b.  June  2,  1753;  d.  1757.- 
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10.  JoHN^  Wilson   {Roger,''  Dr.  Jolin,^   Rev.   John,^  Rev.  John,^  Rev. 

William,^  D.D.,  William,'^  gent,  William}),  hovu  Feb.  15,  1723-4, 
in  that  part  of  Braintree  which  later  became  Quincy,  passed  his  life 
in  his  native  town,  where  he  can-ied  on  the  occupation  of  tailor. 
His  house  was  probably  situated  on  Adams  St.,  near  Common  St. 
He  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  member  of  the  church,  no  men- 
tion of  him  appears  in  tlie  town  proceedings,  and  he  evidently  oc- 
cupied a  humble  and  obscure  jjosition  in  the  community.  During  the 
Revolution,  he  performed  a  week's  service  from  Mar.  4  to  11,  1776, 
in  Capt.  John  Hall's  company,  on  an  expedition  to  R.  I.  (Mass. 
Archives,  Muster  "and  Pay  Rolls,  vol.  ii,  p.  82.)  On  July  29,  1754, 
he  and  his  brother-in-law  Ebenezer  Field,  Jr.,  were  deeded  by  his 
father  the  latter's  interest  in  the  real  estate  of  Alice  (Wilson)  Bel- 
cher, and  on  Nov.  6,  1755,  John  Wilson,  tailor,  and  Thankful  his 
wife,  and  Ebenezer  Field  and  Hannah  his  wife,  conveyed  the 
same  to  Ebenezer  Pope.  (Suffolk  Co.  Deeds,  vols.  Ixxxvii,  fol. 
112,  and  cvii,  fol.  34.)  He  died  in  Quincy  (formerly  Braintree), 
Sept.  -lb,  1807. 

He  was  probably  the  John  Wilson  who  married,  in  Boston,  Dec. 
SO,  1744,  Thankful  Covvell,  and  by  her  he  probably  had  no  issue. 
He  married  second,  in  Braintree,  Dec.  1,  1774,  Alice  Peaks. 

Children  by  second  wife: 

i.  Hannah,"  b.  perhaps  in  1776.  On  Nov.  3,  1807,  John  Wilson  of  the 
Co.  of  Suft'olk,  and  Henry  Wilson  and  Hannah  Wilson  of  the  Co. 
of  Norfolk,  for  $150  conveyed  to  Thos.  Nightcnf>ale,  cordwaiuer, 
of  Quincy,  a  certain  house  standing  and  being  in  Qv.iucy  between 
two  roads,  formerly  the  property  of  Mr.  John  Wilson  late  de- 
ceased, being  in  the  crock  of  the  I'oads  leading  to  the  "  six  hun- 
dred acres"  so  called.  (Norfolk  Co.  Deeds,  vol.  xxxi,  fol.  192.) 
No  further  record  found. 

11.  ii.      John,  b.  Feb.  19,  1778. 

12.  iii.     Henuy,  b.  in  1781. 

11.  Capt.  JofiN^  Wilson  [John,^  Roger,''   Dr.  John^   Rev.  Jolin,^  Rev. 

John,^  Rev.  William,^  D.D.,  William,^  gent.,  WillianP-),  was  born 
Feb.  19,  1778,  in  that  part  of  Braintree  established  in  1792  as 
Quincy.  Soon  after  becoming  of  age,  he  removed  to  Boston  and 
took  up  the  occupation  of  pilot,  in  which  he  became  noted  and  con- 
tinued for  nearly  sixty  years.  From  1801  to  1854  he  resided  in 
the  North  End  of  Boston,  most  of  the  time  on  J^leet  Street,  where 
he  purchased  a  house  of  Josiah  Barnard,  on  Sept.  18,  1823  (Suffolk 
Co.  Deeds,  vol.  cclxxxvi.  fol.  115).  From  1854  to  1860  his  resi- 
dence was  in  East  Boston  ;  and  then,  having  acquired  a  competency, 
he  retired  from  business  and  returned  to  his  native  town  of  Quincy, 
where  he  died,  Jan.  28,  1865,  aged  86  yrs.,  11  mos.,  7  dys.  (Rec- 
ords of  Quincy)  ;  and  he  was  interred  in  a  tomb  he  had  acquired  in 
Copp's  Hill  Cemetery,  Boston.  He  was  a  man  of  commanding 
presence,  great  vitality,  indomitable  will,  and  stern  and  indepen- 
dent character.  His  portrait  is  in  the  office  of  the  Boston  Pilots' 
Association,  on  Lewis  Wharf. 

His  will  names  wife  Lydia  S.  P. ;  daughter  Celia  Augusta,  wife 
of  William  Henry  Hoyt ;  late  daughter  Sally  Ann,  formerly  wife 
of  John  Hickman  of  Welltleet;  late  son  James  P.  Wilson,  and 
Susan  M.  his  wife';  daughter  Lucy  L.,  wife  of  George  P.  Percival; 
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daughter  Matilda,  wife  of  Parker  Emerson  ;  sons  Joseph  H.  P.,  and 
John  F.  C.     (Norfolk  Co.  Probate.) 

He  married  first,  in  Boston,  June  21,  1801,  Sally,  born  about 
1775,  probabl}'  daughter  of  Jacob  Parsons,  and  widow  of  Martin 
Fowler,  who  died  May  19,  1821,  aged  46,  and  was  buried  in  Copp's 
Hill  c.emetery ;  married  second,  in  Boston,  Dec.  2.5,  1821,  Anne 
Louisa  Smith  of  Topsham,  Me.,  who  died  about  184.">,  and  was 
buried  in  Copp's  Hill  cemetery  ;  and  married  third,  Lydia  S.,  born 
in  Norwich,  Vt.,  daughter  of  Eburn  and  Zerviah  Speare,  and  widow 
of  Thomas  Percival  of  Montpelier,  Vt.  She  removed  to  Natick, 
Mass.,  about  1«G8,  died  at  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  in  1877,  and  was 
buried  at  Natick. 

Children  by  first  wife  :  H  92433 

John/"  b.  June  28,  1802;  d.  Aug.  31,  1803. 
John,  b.  July  20,  1804;  d.  young. 
Jacob,  b.  June  6,  d.  Dec,  1806. 
Henuy,  b.  Aug.  5,  1807;  d.  unmarried. 
V.      Elsik,  b.  Feb.  1,  1810  (?)  (probably  1809)  ;  d.  Mar.  1,  1810. 
vi.     Sarah,  b.  Jan.  15,  1810;   d.  Oct.  28,  1853;    m.  John  Hickman  of 

Wellfleet,  and  had  twelve  children, 
vii.   Matilda  Cowell,  b.  Feb.  12,  1812;   d.  in  Westborough,  Aug.  21, 
1805;    m.   Oct.  7,   1836,  Parker,  b.  in  Boston,  Dec.  8,  1807,  d.  in 
Newton,  Nov.  4,  1884,  son  of  Parker  and  Anne  (Jones)  Emerson. 
He  was  a  printer,  and  lived  in  Boston  until  1873,  and  then  removed 
to  Newton,  Mass.     Thev  had  four  children, 
viii.  Haukiet  N.,  b.  Mar.  8,  1814;  d.  Sept.  27,  1848. 
ix.    John,  b.  June.  d.  Aug.  24,  1817. 

X.  Charles  Torrey,  b.  Aug.  2,  1818  ;  a  seaman  in  Boston  ;  d.  unmar- 
ried, near  Cairo,  111.,  during  the  Civil  War. 

Children  by  second  wife  : 

xi.  Annie  Louise,  b.  in  1822;  d.  unmarried,  in  Quincy,  Oct.  17,  1863, 
and  was  buried  there  in  the  ancient  Wilson  tomb,  the  last  mem- 
ber of  the  family  interred  therein. 

xii.   A  CHILD,  b.  in  1824;  d.  young. 

xiii.  A  CHILD,  b.  about  1826;  d.  young. 

xiv.  Celia  Augusta,  b.  June  22,  1827;  d.  in  Galva,  111.,  Dec.  31,  1864; 
m.  (int.  rec.  June  18,  1853)  Hon.  William  Henry,  b.  in  Weare, 
N.  H.,  Nov.  6,  1829,  sou  of  Eleazer  and  Susanna  K.  (Cilley)  Hoyt; 
they  had  two  children.  He  m.  (2)  Apr.  19,  186G,  Susan  M..  widow 
of  Capt.  James  P.  Wilson.  (See  No.  xvi.)  Soou  after  his  first 
marriage,  Mr.  Hoyt  removed  from  Boston  and  settled  in  Galva, 
111.,  where  he  was  President  of  the  Board  of  Town  Trustees,  1861- 
1865.  In  1869  he  moved  to  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  where  he  and  his 
second  wife,  by  whom  he  has  had  four  children,  are  still  living. 
He  is  a  real  estate  broker  in  New  York  City. 

XV.   Lucy  Lindsey,  b.  June  22,  1827 ;  d.  Aug.  25,  1830. 

xvi.  Capt.  James  Purington,  b.  about  Jnne,  1828;  d.  in  Quincy,  Aug. 
23,  1861 ;  a  pilot  in  Boston;  m.  (int.  rec.  May  6,  1854)  Susan  iL, 
b.  Nov.  27.  1835,  dau.  of  Horace  and  Susan  (Speare)  Hanford, 
then  of  Cambridge;  they  had  one  child.  She  m.  (2)  William 
Henry  Hoyt,  as  previously  stated. 

xvii.  A  child,  b.  al)out  1830;  d.  young. 

xviii.CAPT.  Joseph  Harding  Purington,  b.  about  1832;  in  early  life 
a  mariner,  member  of  Boston  police  1859-1865,  and  from  1865  to 
1890  a  pilot  in  Boston;  resided  in  the  North  End  of  Boston,  until 
1870,  then  in  Chelsea,  1870-1880,  afterwards  in  Charlestown,  1880- 
1890,  and  in  1891  removed  to  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  where  he  d.  Oct. 
3,  1895;  m.  (1)  in  Boston,  Mav  8,  1855,  Mary  C,  b.  Mar.  22,  1839, 
dau.  of  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Clark)  Little  of  Daniariscotta,  Me., 
■who  d.  in  Chelsea,  Mass.,  Aug.  7,  1873  ;  and  m.  (2),  in  Montpelier, 
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Vt.,  Aug.  22,  1874,  Anne  Sophia,  b.  in  Clielsea,  Vt.,  July  6,  1836, 
dau.  of  Hezeldali  and  Sopliia  (Adams)  Foster,  and  f  ormerlywif  e  of 
Henry  A.  Patterson  of  Boston ;  she  is  now  living  in  Roxbury, 
Mass.  Children  by  first  wife  :  1.  Elizabeth  Augusta}'^  who  m.  in 
Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Henry  W.  F.  Biittner,  a  dentist,  b.  in  Ger- 
many, and  after  several  years'  residence  in  New  York  City  and  in 
Germany,  settled  in  the  City  of  Mexico,  where  they  are  now  living, 
and  have  live  children.  2.  Edioard  Smith,  a  musician,  living  in 
New  York  City,  the  last  male  descendant  in  America,  bearing  the 
family  name,  of  Rev.  John*  Wilson  the  first  minister  of  Boston; 
m.  Jennie  Stone  and  has  had  no  children. 

xix.  Lucy  LiNDSEY,  b.  about  1834;  d.  in  Natick,  May  10,  1905;  m.  in 
Boston,  May  18,  1857,  her  step'-brother,  George  P.,  b.  in  Mont- 
pelier,  Vt.,  Feb.  27,  1832,  d.  June  18,  1906,  son  of  Thomas  and 
Lydia  S.  (Speare)  Percival;  they  had  one  child.  He  served  in 
the  Civil  War,  and  removed  to  Natick,  Mass.,  in  1869,  where  they 
afterwards  resided. 

XX.    A  CHILD  ;  d.  young.  » 

xxi.  John  F.  C.  ;  a  mariner;  went  to  New  York,  whence  he  sailed,  for 
many  years,  as  mate  on  large  merchant  vessels ;  lost  at  sea,  in 
1870;  unmarried.  On  Jan.  6,  1873,  administration  on  his  estate 
was  given  to  his  brother  Joseph  H.  P.  Wilson.  (SuSblk  Co.  Pro- 
bate, vol.  cccclx,  fol.  275). 

12.  Henry®  Wilson  (John,^  Roger,''  Dr.  John,^  Rev.  Jolin^  Rev.  John,* 
Rev.  William,^  D.D.,  William,^  gent.,  William^)  was  born  in  1781, 
in  that  part  of  Braintree  established  in  1792  as  Quiucy,  where  he 
passed  his  life,  following  the  occupation  of  a  cordwainer,  and  died 
July  25,  1847,  aged  66  years,  and  was  buried  in  the  old  cemetery 
in  the  Wilson  family  tomb,  built  by  his  great-grandfather,  Dr.  John® 
Wilson.  He  married  first  (intention  recorded  at  Weymouth,  Oct.  1, 
1802),  Amity  Badlam,  who  died  Sept.  5,  1803,  aged  22  years ;  and 
married  second  (intention  recorded  Jan.  9,  1806),  Polly  (or  Mary) 
Cook  of  Braintree,  born  in  1785,  who  died  at  the  house  of  her  son- 
in-law,  Jacob  Hittinger  of  Charlestown,  Dec.  22,  1836,  aged  51,  and 
was  buried  in  the  Wilson  tomb,  in  Copp's  Hill  cemetery,  belonging 
to  her  brother-in-law  Capt.  John®  Wilson. 

Child  by  first  wife  : 
1.       A  CHILD,"  b.  Aug.  81;  d.  Sept.  11,  1803. 

Children  by  second  wife  : 

ii.      A  CHILD,  b.  in  July,  1806;  d.  Sept.  25,  1807. 

iii.     A  CHILD,  b.  in  Sept.,  d.  Oct.  26,  1807. 

iv.  Mary  G.,  b.  in  1811 ;  d.  in  Charlestown,  Aug.  19,  1844,  and  was 
buried  in  the  Wilson  tomb  in  Copp's  Hill;  m.  in  Charlestown, 
June  25,  1835,  Jacob,  b.  in  Roxbury,  Mar.  10,  1811,  d.  in  Belmont, 
Apr.  4,  1880,  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Anderson)  Hittinger;  they 
had  two  children.  He  was  a  pioueer  ice  merchant  in  Boston, 
and  lived  in  Charlestown  until  1850,  when  he  moved  to  that  part 
of  Watertown,  later  Belmont.  He  m.  (2)  Apr.  30,  1846,  Mary  E., 
dau.  of  Rev.  Thomas  F.  and  Susan  (Starr)  Kiug,  by  whom  he  had 
seven  sons ;  she  is  still  living  in  Belmont,  Mass. 
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